
Welcome! 
The 8th annual Green Belmont Garden Tour, 
includes an assortment of organic and 
sustainable gardens that we hope inspire you 
to create an environmentally friendly, 
attractive, and productive outdoor space of 
your own. You will see a range of garden 
approaches – some focus on vegetables, 
others on ornamentals, and some on both. 
There are fruit trees and berry bushes; sun 
and shade environments; rain barrels and 
compost bins. Please ask your garden host 
questions!


What do we mean by “organic?” Organic 
landscapes do not use toxic pesticides and 
herbicides and instead focus on building 
nutritious soils that support strong, healthy 
plants and conserve water and other 
resources. The goal is to create a healthy 
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The Gardens 
 

1)  336 Concord Ave | Woodland Garden at the 
Belmont Public Library  
Maintained by the Belmont Garden Club, the 
garden focuses on native shade tolerant plants, 
bushes and trees. The balanced use of 
sustainable practices include: the water retention 
efforts put in place during the summer drought of 
2016, and the solutions used to control the 
invasive Japanese knot-weed, which thrives along 
the creek bed. A serene, peaceful area, it has the 
feel of a secret garden when you walk through the 
shaded pathways.


2) 22 Adams St | Terese Hammerle & Ed Kelly 
An edible landscape produces fruit and 
vegetables used for beer and wine-making, 
freezing, and canning. The young fruit trees 
yielded sweet cherries in early summer and now 
ripen with apples and peaches. Balanced with 
flowers and foundational evergreens, there is 4-
season visual interest. Food and yard waste are 
composted, while rain barrels are in the future!

Sustainable Belmont… 
is an all-volunteer organization, originally 
formed as a task force of Belmont’s Vision 21 
Implementation Committee. Our objective is to 
“develop and implement a variety of activities 
and initiatives to assist Belmont’s government, 
residents, and businesses in becoming a more 
environmentally responsible community.” We 
host speakers, organize activities, and support 
town efforts to realize its environmental goals. 
Our meetings are held monthly. Please refer 
our website calendar for meeting dates and 
topics. All are welcome!


sustainablebelmont@gmail.com  
www.sustainablebelmont.net

http://www.sustainablebelmont.net
http://www.sustainablebelmont.net


5)  4 Pine St | O’Neill - Kueppenbender Family    
We continue to experiment in our urban garden. The 
honeybees died again last summer. Two nucleus 
colonies were installed in the spring. Our beekeeper, 
Etienne, will be at the tour to give the update. The bee 
garden is well established, with herbs, fruiting trees 
and shrubs. A succulent rock garden is thriving on the 
boulders which retain the yard along the sidewalk. 
Raised beds and borders contain organically grown 
vegetables and herbs of all sorts. Potatoes remain a 
favorite of our three boys who love to dig them up. 
Our ancient copper beech dominates the front yard, 
providing shade, playspace, and an idyllic setting for 
alfresco dinners. A perennial shade garden and 
bluestone patio tucked in the back corner is the 
perfect place to perch with a cup of tea and a book.


3)  116 Pine St | Nancy & Anthony Forbes  
A few years ago we finally gave up on our 
unsuccessful attempts to grow grass and began to 
build stone paths leading to our heavily shaded 
bluestone patio in the back of the house. The beds 
created by the curves of the paths became home 
to a co-mingling of perennials, shrubs, and a few 
trees (since we lacked enough sun for vegetables 
or herbs). Some of our favorite shade-tolerant 
native plants include spring witch hazel, oakleaf 
and woodland (“smooth”) hydrangeas, blackhaw 
viburnum, Virginia sweetspire, winterberry and a 
sourwood tree. A few years ago, milkweed took up 
residence in a dry sunny area along the driveway, 
providing a nectar source for monarch butterflies 
and bees for a good part of the summer. Rather 
than planting according to a preconceived design, 
we have introduced a wide variety of plants with a 
focus on what would do well in this small 
suburban space and attract pollinators as well.
!
4)  86 Van Ness Rd | Bak Family  
In 2010, we started with a blank slate of a yard, 
having just built the house. We sought to minimize 
lawn, preferring shrubbery and mulch. We did not 
use pesticides or install an irrigation system. We 
began working with rain barrels, figuring out how 
to divert downspouts and connect the barrels in 
series. It's been a lot of trial and error and learning 
about different methods and hardware. The 
collected rain water is used mostly for vegetable 
gardens, which have expanded with time. Some 
water has been used to help increase the perennial 
plantings, which are taking up much of the 
mulched space now.  Come see what can be done 
with rain barrels and talk shop about ways to work 
with them.


*6) 16 Hay Rd | Friedman - Merfeld Family	  
*NOTE: UNIQUELY OPEN **ONLY** 3 - 5 PM* 

Our steep slope includes trees that Emerson is said 
to have enjoyed. Above the home, a 180-foot snake 
of stones shapes a garden of perennials. Below, an 
arc of concrete shapes a 120-foot span 
camouflaged by ivy. Our “super-composter” of 3 
large bins are used for all the leaves, grass, woody 
trimmings, table scraps, and compostable paper 
products for a year. Annually, we shovel the top bin 
into the middle, and the middle into the lower, and 
harvest the lower to apply it to our gardens. We 
have two vegetable gardens, one traditionally 
irrigated, and the other irrigated with buried drip 
lines. Throughout the land and home exterior are 
coded references to our address; come and decrypt 
them! Directions: bonnieanddavid.com/
directions.html


Thank YOU for attending and for supporting 
green gardening practices! 

Thank you to all of those who generously 
shared their gardens and sustainable 

practices with us today. Special thanks to 
volunteer organizers: Nancy Forbes, Jeri 

Weiss, Martha Cohen, Lucia Gates, Terese 
Hammerle, and Kate Bowen.

Thank You!

http://bonnieanddavid.com/directions.html
http://bonnieanddavid.com/directions.html

