
 

Welcome to the 6th annual Green Belmont Garden Tour – a tour of varied organic and 
sustainable gardens that will inspire you to create an environmentally friendly, attractive 
and productive outdoor space of your own. These gardens, whether big or small, all make 
excellent use of the available space and sustainable practices. 

What do we mean by “organic?” Organic landscapes do not use toxic pesticides and 
herbicides and instead focus on building resilient, nutritious soils that support strong, 
healthy plants and conserve water and other resources. The goal is to create a healthy 
environment for homeowners, children, pets and wildlife – especially birds, butterflies and 
our most important pollinators, bees. 

You will see many types of gardens, some focus primarily on vegetables, others on 
ornamentals, and many on both. There are gardens with fruit trees and berry bushes, 
with sun and shade environments, rain barrels, compost bins, chicken coops and 
beehives. Please ask your garden host questions about anything you are curious about. 
We hope you have a good time and take home some ideas you can use.  

Sustainable Belmont presents 

Sunday 
September 11th 
11 am – 3 pm 
Rain or Shine! 

Sustainable Belmont is an all-volunteer group, originally formed as a task 
force of Belmont’s Vision 21 Implementation. Our objective is to “develop 
and implement a variety of activities and initiatives to assist Belmont’s 
government, residents, and businesses in becoming a more environmentally 
responsible community.” We host guest speakers who address a variety of 
environmental issues, organize informational activities for Belmont residents 
interested in sustainable living and support town efforts to realize its 
environmental vision, such as authoring the 2010 Climate Action Plan, 
achieving the Green Communities designation with the State and increasing 
clean energy – including residential solar – in Belmont.  

Sustainable Belmont meets the first Wednesday* of each month at 7 p.m. in 
the Belmont Memorial Library, 336 Concord Ave., Belmont. *Please check 
our web calendar before attending. All are welcome. Contact: 
SustainableBelmont@gmail.com to learn more and become involved in 
improving Belmont’s environmental impact. Newsletter sign-up and more at 
SustainableBelmont.net. Sustainable Belmont is a member of the 
Massachusetts Climate Action Network (MCAN). More information at: 
massclimateaction.org 

Pick up a map at 266 Beech St (Beech Street Center) or 
download from our site on the day of the event.  

Be sure to enter the free raffle! 
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Thank you to Jeri Weiss, Nancy Forbes, Priscilla Cobb, Martha 
Cohen and Lucia Gates for their ongoing dedication in organizing 
the tour. Thank you to all the generous gardeners who opened 
their yards to our community. We welcome new volunteers and 

gardeners – please contact us to volunteer. 
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and a homegrown greenhouse system provides produce into the winter. 
Rainwater is collected in 2 barrels connected to downspouts. Park & enter on 
Kilburn St. 

B  |  Niko lay &  Kat r i n Koump ikov | Two generations of gardeners plant 
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A | Anne &  Lou  Graham | New growing space was created 
this year by removing driveway pavement and by maximizing a sun 
zone, having carefully tracked the shade for some years. A variety 
of fruits and vegetables are grown in a combination of raised beds, 
earth boxes, and grade level gardens. They provide food and 
emotional solace!  Succession planting of greens through the year 
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tomatoes (LOTS!), beans, peppers, and squash. We have grape and kiwi vines, some fruit trees - apricots, 
apples, and cherries - and patches of raspberries, blackberries, blueberries and gooseberries for a well-
rounded garden. 

C |  Amanda Mu j ica  & K im S l ack  | Five years ago we transformed the grass on our front lawn to a 
drought-tolerant plant-filled gateway to our home. Loving the idea of an edible landscape, we planted over 
15 blueberry bushes as well as Juneberry trees and elderberries. We have three raised beds growing 
everything from herbs to tomatoes to beans and watermelons. Cooling the side of our home are ivy and 
enormous sunflowers. Our backyard has shade gardens, an herb garden and a sun-filled perennial 
garden. We use two rain barrels and three composters. 

D  |  Burbank  Garden  C l ass room (playground side) is planted with native plants, is hardscaped with 
porous materials, and makes use of a rain barrel. An inspiring learning garden with direct connections to 
the elementary curriculum, this new garden (2015) was a collaborative project of the PTA with Walker 
Thomas and was funded with an FBE grant and community donations. | The  Burbank  Organ i c  
Vegetab le Ga rden (behind school) was renewed in 2015 by parent volunteers with grant funding from 
Mass Agriculture in the Classroom and assistance from Belmont Acres Farm. Students and families 
maintain it. The produce is donated to Belmont Food Pantry. Large compost bins enable students to 
maintain all-organic soil and learn about composting. 
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E | Ar i ane &  S te fan  Fr ank  | When we 
moved in 10 years ago, the garden was an 
overgrown large patch of grass. That summer, I 
planted a small herb garden along the sunroom, 
and discovered an ancient rhubarb plant. Each 
year I reclaimed more planting space from the 
grass area. We now have a variety of berries, an 
asparagus patch, as well as a seasonally 
changing selection of annual vegetables in the 
back yard. Two years ago I built 4 raised beds 
for additional vegetable growing space in our 
sunny front yard. There peppers, eggplants, 
squash and tomatoes thrive. A “wild” shade 
garden path connects back and front yards, 
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along which are several birdhouses and an insect hotel. Small critters of all 
species love this shady, ever-blooming area with lots of hiding spaces. Our 
own little critters, guinea pig girls Möndchen and Würstchen, are helping 
keeping the grass under control and supply their manure for our compost. 

F | S iobhan O 'Nei l l ,  K ars ten  Kueppenbender &  Fam i l y  | We 
continue to experiment in our urban garden. The honeybees died again 
last summer. Two nucleus colonies were installed in the spring.  Our 
beekeeper, Etienne, will be at the tour to share.  The bee garden is well 
established with herbs, fruiting trees and shrubs.  A succulent rock garden 
is thriving on the boulders, which retain the yard along the sidewalk. 
Raised beds and borders contain organically grown vegetables and herbs 
of all sorts. Potatoes remain a favorite of our three boys who love to dig 

6

them up. Our ancient copper beech dominates the front yard, providing shade, playspace, and an idyllic 
setting for alfresco dinners. New this year is a perennial shade garden and bluestone patio tucked in the 
back corner, the perfect place to perch with a cup of tea and a book. 

G  |  Peggy Ko rnegger | 7 years ago, my landlord gave me free rein with the yard. My initial idea was 
to create an organic garden for birds, bees, and butterflies, so I planted things that would attract them. 
Each spring, I add new plants, recently focusing on native plants. Gradually, a mini-habitat is growing, and 
the yard is filled with life of all kinds. (Gardening for Life, tinyurl.com/3d5xxbt) 

H |  Bowen -Know les  Fam i ly  | In 2012, we began reviving this neglected plot. We retained common 
landscaping plants while integrating annual and perennial edibles and encouraging native plants and bees. 
Plant challenges: Norway maples, Knotweed. Successes: converting a long, narrow grass side-yard using a 
no-till, layer method to vegetables and native ferns (full sun to deep shade). Last year we began keeping 
chickens in an unplantable area - they have consumed much of our focus...and quite a few plants we didn't 
want them to! Our chicken keepers tell their tales: the67project 

I  | Ga tes  Fam i ly   | Tour this garden for demonstrations of many organic practices including passive 
composting, rain water collection and use of nematodes to control iris blight. See a compost tea still 
burbling away and talk about weed control with elbow grease. We also added a small garden of miniature 
hostas. 


