
 
 

 

Welcome to the third annual Green 
Belmont Garden Tour, including an 
assortment of nine organic and 
sustainable gardens that may inspire you 
to create an environmentally friendly, 
attractive and productive outdoor space of 
your own. These gardens all make 
excellent use of the available space, 
whether big or small. 
 
What do we mean by “organic?” Organic 
landscapes do not use toxic pesticides and 
herbicides and instead focus on building 
nutritious soils which support strong, 
healthy plants and conserve water and 
other resources. The goal is to create a 
healthy environment for homeowners, 
children, pets and wildlife, especially birds 
and butterflies as well as our most 
important pollinators, bees. 
 
On the tour, you will see many types of 
gardens, some focusing mainly on 
vegetables, others on ornamental plants, 
and many containing both.  There are also 
some fruit trees and gardens with berries. 
Most have sun and shade. You will also see 
rain barrels, compost bins, chicken coops 
and beehives. 
 
Please ask your garden host questions 
about anything you are curious about. We 
hope you have a good time and take away 
some ideas you can use on your own 
property. 
 

 

Sunday  
SEPTEMBER 8, 2013 

11 AM – 3 PM 
RAIN OR SHINE 

 
Free & Open to the 

Public 

Sustainable Belmont is a task force of the 
Vision 21 Implementation Committee of the 
Town of Belmont, Mass. Its mandate is to 
“develop and implement a variety of activities 
and initiatives to assist Belmont’s 
government, residents, and businesses in 
becoming a more environmentally 
responsible community.”  It hosts a speaker 
series, addressing a variety of environmental 
issues, and organizes activities for Belmont 
residents interested in sustainable living. 
 
Sustainable Belmont meets the first 
Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. in the 
Belmont Memorial Library, 336 Concord Ave., 
Belmont. Membership is open to all. Check 
our calendar of events on our website at:                                       
www.sustainablebelmont.net   

If you would like to receive our newsletter or 
become a more involved member, please 
email us at: sustainablebelmont@gmail.com 

Sustainable Belmont is a member of the 
Massachusetts Climate Action Network 
(MCAN). More information at: 
www.massclimateaction.org 

Thank you to all of those who generously 
shared their gardens and sustainable 
practices with us today.  The tour couldn’t 
have happened without you.   
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1) 266 Beech Street Center - The start of the 
Green Garden Tour. Win a free Rain Barrel.  Raffle 
at 2:00 pm 
 
2) 11 Agassiz St - Lucia and Mike Gates  
This is a balanced garden with as many 
sustainable options as possible. There is a passive 
compost system which will be set up for display – 
come run your fingers through new compost. The 
compost tea brewer will be set up– come smell 
the tea and hear about its benefits. Compost tea 
is popular new approach for organic plant 
inoculation and cures. There is also a rain barrel. 
And throughout the garden are tomatoes, herbs, 
annuals and perennials.  
 
3) 30 Gilbert Road - Peggy Kornegger   
 I moved to Belmont six years ago. I am a renter, 
but our landlord gave me free rein to do 
whatever I wanted with the yard. My initial idea 
was to create an organic garden where birds, 
bees, and butterflies would come, so I planted 
things that would attract them. Each spring, I add 
new plantings, recently focusing on native plants. 
Gradually, a mini-habitat is growing, and the yard 
is filled with life of all kinds. (See 
http://tinyurl.com/3d5xxbt “Gardening for Life”) 
 
4) 45 Warwick Road - 
Suzanne Johannet & Bill Siegel  
We enjoy all aspects of DIY gardening, whether 
it's striving for the perfect batch of compost or 
figuring out what to do with all the sun after 
taking down an enormous Norway Maple. The 
shade garden is burnt, but the cucumbers just 
keep coming! Committed to the suburban 
homestead lifestyle, we grow organic vegetables 
and berries, using collected rainwater and 
compost from the family kitchen. Her chicken 
coop, once an abundant source of eggs, is now 
essentially assisted living for retired hens, with 
the exception of one sassy six year old Ancona 
who continues to lay. But the coop bedding 
provides grist for the compost bin! 
 
5)  285 Common Street - Diana Kelley  
Since last year, I have expanded the garden bed 
and created easier access. I also introduced fruit 
such as blueberries and raspberries. I have a large 
strawberry patch, 2 cold frames to extend the 
growing season. In the backyard I have started 
introducing vegetables in the long perennial  

 

border along with berry bushes. The squash vines are beginning 
to weave among the flowers. The front and back lawns are 
fertilized only by compost and the rabbits that get a clover meal 
in exchange. Bare spots are planted with (white) clover which is 
loved by the bees, improves the soil and is draught resistant. It’s 
all mulched with grass clippings. 
 
6) 154 Washington Street – Joan Teebagy, Kitchen Garden 
The garden in the left half of the front yard currently consists of 6 
raised beds. Vegetables this year include garlic, lettuce, sweet 
peppers, hot peppers, tomatoes, pea shoots, beets, Swiss chard, 
broccoli rabe, sweet potatoes, and beans. Herbs include basil, 
oregano, thyme, mint, parsley, and stevia. The shady right half of 
the front yard is a lawn that is occasionally grazed by a rabbit, in a 
rabbit tractor. His name is Timothy, and he is an American Silver 
Fox rabbit. He helps with lawn fertility and his manure is also 
added to the compost pile for eventual garden fertility. 
 
7) 34 Glenn Road - Belmont Acres Farm 
Meet the farmers at Belmont’s 5 acre family farm. This working 
farm uses strict organic practices to create a sustainable business 
through selling their vegetables at their farm stand and 22 week 
garden shares. Along with the vegetables, Belmont Acres has 
chickens, goats and bees.  Please enter on Glen Road and park to 
the left of the barn. When visiting the farm, please stay on the 
road and around the barn.  Remember you're visiting an active 
working farm, so do not walk on the fields. 

 8) 2 Concord Ave - Belmont Food Collaborative  
At Beth El Temple Center enter on Blanchard Road 
Community growing is a project of the Belmont Food 
Collaborative. In partnership with Beth El Temple Center we 
constructed four raised beds on Temple property this summer and 
have been raising vegetables for donation to the Belmont Food 
Pantry, using organic practices.  The Food Pantry appreciates the 
fresh produce in addition to the regular fare of non-perishables. 
Under the direction of BFCI Education director Joan Teebagy, Lead 
Gardener Patricia Kriebel and intern Olivia Cronin, we are excited 
about the idea that volunteers working as guests on loaned space 
can raise fresh and healthy produce for those in need. 
 
 
9) 101 Baker St - Emma & Alex Thurston  and 
 Jeremy & Jessica Gotsch 
We grow vegetables, berries, and herbs, some of which are used as 
flavoring in the whiskeys and vodkas that we make in our Belmont 
distillery. We harvest from our garden year round with a hoop 
house that we put up October to May. We love picking fresh 
spinach and salads from our garden January!  Our practices include 
composting, rain barrel irrigation, raised beds, square foot 
gardening, companion planting, crop rotation, and making the 
 most out of our outdoor space! 
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