Sustainable Belmont Monthly Meeting Notes

December 8, 2010

Flett Room, Belmont Public Library 7:00-9:00 PM

Those in attendance: Judy Otto, Ron Geiger, Marty Cohen, Jennifer Page, Natalie Trusso, Jan Kruse, John Herzog, Roger Colten, Paul Solomon, Ed Crisafi, Jim Palmer, Gary and Bo Fauth, Kurt Reiss, John Kolterman and John McAlpin
Upcoming dates of interest:


01/05/11 – next Sustainable Belmont meeting




7 – 9pm  in the Assembly Room of the Belmont Library

The entire meeting was dedicated to a presentation and follow-up discussion on smart meters and what they might mean to Belmont. Gary Fauth, a local expert in this field, gave the presentation.  Gary has over 10 years of experience guiding utilities throughout the US with the implementation of smart meters. His largest project has been with Pacific Gas and Electric who are currently in the midst of rolling out 8 million smart meters.

Today, there are 140 million electric meters in the US.  12 million of these are smart meters and another 58 million are committed for deployment.  Much of Europe has already switched over to smart meters, including Sweden where 100% of their meters are smart meters.   The direction of this movement is clear.
While smart meters are costly to deploy, they do provide a number of advantages over conventional electric meters:

1. they allow utilities to implement rate structuring plans that lead to shaving peak electricity consumption.   This is significant as peak electricity is:
a. the most costly electricity and is used to determine our rates for the following year

b. typically the dirtiest electricity to generate in terms of greenhouse gas emissions
2.  enables electricity consumers to understand their consumption patterns, sometimes down to the appliance level
3. depending on the meters already in place, they eliminate the need for manual meter readings, saving time and money. The meters in place for Belmont already have that advantage, so no gain on this point for Belmont.
4. Enable utility companies to remotely and proactively monitor for outages and pinpoint problems with greater accuracy.

5. Offer several intriguing possibilities for customers who happen to have solar pv or electric vehicles, such as the ability to sell excess capacity back to the electric company.
While Gary made a strong case for smart meters, not everyone was convinced that they are the right option for Belmont.  Given the amount of interest in this topic and the fact that BMLD is committed to a pilot project for the deployment of 2,000 smart meters in town, it was decided that Sustainable Belmont would host future presentations on the subject.  More to come so stay tuned.
