Sustainable Belmont Monthly Meeting Notes

July 7, 2010

Flett Room, Belmont Public Library 7:00-9:00 PM

Those in attendance: John McAlpin, John Kolterman, Anna Churchill, Judy Otto, Tony Alcorn, Kelly Freitas, Paul Solomon, Ron Geiger, Tim Bowman, Ed Cristafi, Marty Cohen, John & Dorothy Herzog, Heide Baram, Jennifer Santoro, Susan Danseyar, Emma Heffern, and Darrell King
7:00 - 7:30
Paul Solomon  presented an overview of the CPA (Community Preservations Act)   

· He is chair of the Belmont CPA committee

· Matching state funds for various community preservation efforts:  $1 state to $3 local

· Intent is for ballot vote on 11/2

· 144 communities in the state are members including Lexington

· 1.5% property tax surcharge….$104 per year for the median home value in Belmont

· seeking 1,200 signatures to get this on the ballot

· belmontcpa.org will soon be live

Tony Alcorn – energy committee update:  the July meeting was cancelled due to vacations, be will resume in August.

Judy Otto – provided a brief update on ideas for landscaping of Will Brownsberger’s yard courtesy of SB

· rain garden

· native plantings

· possible roof garden on the garage
7:30 – 9:00

· Jennifer Santoro, the newly appointed energy services and communications coordinator for Belmont Municipal Light Department and the liaison to Sustainable Belmont, described a new program – effective July 1 – whereby customers who receive audits and take the recommended energy efficiency measures can save money.

All residential and Rate B (commercial) customers who follow even one of t
the energy-saving recommendations of the free audit can receive 50-percent reimbursement up to $250 toward the work from BMLD; Rate E (heavy commercial use such as large grocery stores) customers can receive 50 percent up to $500 toward the recommendations.
open discussion on Cool Belmont planning

The remainder of the evening was an open discussion of the role Sustainable Belmont can /  should play in promoting home energy audits and how to encourage homeowners to pursue some of the recommended measures that come out of the audit.  Quit a bit of discussion ensued regarding peoples personal experience with their audits, the challenges of how to find a good auditor and what would a quality audit look like.

The next Sustainable Belmont will be held on 8/4, same time and same place.
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